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education in 


HUNGARY. 


of 


hv no means indifferent to the study 
The Hungarians are > ^ gathere d from their position, 

modern languages, as • ^ populat ion. It is no unusual 
and the composite natu ^ acquainte d with English. It 
thing for a Hungana distinguished linguist and 

may be menhoned R Hunga rian. 

traveller Armnuus - * disadvantages under which 

When we considn geographical isolation, its l a t e 

Hungary has la ’ civUisat ion, and its political troubles, 

entry upon the p< whole t0 haV e done remarkably well, 

i, may be said on educational problems presented to it 

It has confi ( hness It has long since recognised 

with energy an ^ j ast j s the duty of the State. It 

that education ro . g wdl fitted to carry out that duty; 

and als^ that difficulties which appears to us so grave are not 
really formidable when there exists a general des.re to promote 

To quote the words of Mr. Berzeviczy : The use „t 

the school is to build up and strengthen the nation. The 
State wants the very best schools, and, while it values the 
liberty and noble rivalry of the schools, it desires to secure 
free scope for the intellectual development of every individual. 
The ideas, traditions, and aims of the State must be intro- 
duced into the school, which, from the lowest to the highest 
grade, must be convinced of the idea of the State, so t a e 
community, separated by differences of religion, race an 
social status, may be bound together and formed into a strong 
nation by the unity of the school." 




PARENT 


THE MODERN RELATIONSHIP OF 

TO CHILD. 

By Thomas Babington Sugden. 


, , , * ‘wve 10 oner you 

I glance back with regret to the custom of a century aeo’ 

when, however small the treatise, its author felt justified in 
setting out a title of portentous length giving a detailed 
explanation of the contents and intentions of his production 
and which always appears to me to bear a strong family 
likeness to those lengthly classical epitaphs of the same period 
which to-day adorn the walls of some of our churches, and were 
raised, incidentally to the Glory of God, but more particularly 
to chionicle the transcendent virtues of the many saints who 
flourished in the age of periwigs, patches, and powder, and the 
filial piety of their issue. I am by no means satisfied that the 
title I have selected is the proper label to attach to this paper. 

I also have to plead my limitations — I am only a parent 

therefore trammelled by experience, and the intimate obser- 
vation of children in their unrestrained natural home-life, 
a thing fiequently quite different from company or even 
school manners and also, therefore, I am unable to indulge in 
those bold flights of imagination which endue the theories 

of tllose not so hampered with much of their interest and 
value. 


n *he ^ rs f place, I submit to you the simple proposition 
t iat the relationship of parent to child has in recent years 
undergone a considerable modification from bye-gone days ; 
an * n *he second place, I will venture, with great diffidence, 
tlI | . as briefly as possible, to suggest and discuss the methods 
W 111 b Parents should adopt, in order to meet the new situation, 
10 make the home fulfil all its obligations. 

1Cle was a time when parents exercised a much greater 
U) nty, and expected, and received, much more homage of a 
th ;r c b arac ter than is accorded to them now. The head of 
muse was indeed the head of the house not only during the 


lati0 nship of^p akhnt to chil d^ 

x rhildren, but after they had grown up i nto 

early years of his cn nhof)(L When the parents entered 

mature manhood ana ^ stood in the ir presence. “ S i r » 
the room the chUdre er address of respect given to 

and “ Madam W ] K) “ attended on and ‘ waited on ” 

them by their cln c of course, that was an age 0 f 

them as they too ' ^ ^ of time has undoubtedly inter- 
ceremony, th0U S d the period, an atmosphere which 

posed ^'Xo oTr conception of the origin*. more delicacy 
has impaited really possessed, and we forget that the 

and rehncmen ^ across the stage of a Sheridan an d 

c g harm U us e with the sparkle of their wit and the beauty of thc ir 
dress were capable of a coarseness in manner and speech 
eqnll to that of the most vulgar smart society of the twentieth 

Ce Btit°coming to later times-to the early Victorian, now so 
frequently despised-aye and even to our own childhood’s 
days are we not conscious of a changed attitude which children 
now assume to their parents as compared with that in the 
past ? The external marks of respect are now not quite so 
observable as formerly, the spirit of the age is taking possession 
of our children betimes. I do not wish to represent this fact 
in an exaggerated form. I imagine that the natural affection 
which binds parent to child and child to parent during the 
early years of their relationship, is a pretty stable factor having 
much the same value in all times. But 1 think the present 
age possesses features peculiar to itself, which are calculated 
to place in jeopardy what should be the products of natural 
affection such as parental control, filial obedience, and mutual 
confidence. 

If I am correct in this view, I think that it must be admitte 
that it is a wise course to adopt if we endeavour to understan 
what and whence are the currents which are influencing I 
home-life, and to consider how it may be necessary to mo ^ I 
or adapt our habits of thought and action so as to retain 
authority and influence which we believe will conduce to ^ 
development of the capacity for usefulness and happi ne -* 
those who by nature are thrown together in the little | 
munities which we call home. Perhaps we shall fi n ^ I 
those things which may appear necessary to attain 
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objects will themselves re-act on us ITT T77” 
agents. aS P^rful beneficent 

If I were asked to designate the snirit m n 
I should adopt the note of interrogation bya symbo1 . 
to-day too sacred to be questioned • I ln ' f n 1S nothin g 
«» “ “ doubt the tetm’ C a7 It ‘° “ 

prejudice— rather shall we say the aee k ♦ * * a Sense of 

spirit o£ inquiry. Our most saoS V With the 

challenged ; established authorities so oh • ° gmaS are bem g 
as Euclid and Free Trade ar beinv th T' “ thoa S ht > 
not know how long we may L p“LttT k ““ ~ 
on or by the Law of Gravitation. ‘ ^ ° Ur Stand 

aufocmcyln tthlmf, ZVeZTT* “ 

i j vi . 1 enect > it seems to me wp 

now asked either to lustifv it m- i x , . ne ’ ue are 

approaching a Constitutional Monarchy inkihleh ' ihe” plrem! 
may rule m a measure by the suffrages of their subfects 
Well, a Constitutional Monarch, with all his limitations has 
attamed to a truly higher dignity than the greatest autocrat 

over serft. ragnS ° Ver “ d reasonable subjects, the othe,’ 

thi7roWem SS I S h° nS h®'’*. , been made for the solution of 

uus problem. I have heard a proposition put forward bv 
someone whom I was bound to respect as speaking with 
authonty, that the solution is to be found incite formula 
ta home- hfe should be based on absolute liberty for each 

or h r h’ ea ; h , feding f ' ee ‘° Pursue “ d 7efop his 

thus W 1 lndlvlduallt y without regard to the others, and 

suppose tl ° U i d Ud 0Urselves of irk some restraints and— I 

affections ^ 10016 W ° Uld C ° here by the f ° rCe of natural 

sucTa 1Pr ° f T d respect ma T 1 sa y 1 dissent wholly from 
I will' v > ° P ° Sltl0n ’ however attractive it may appear to some, 
are bein f 11 ” 6 ^ ° ^ ur ^ ier : ^ believe that such experiments 

disastro g tn6d ’ perhaps imc °nsciously, in these days, with 
the f a th * CSnIts< Hay e we not known the family in which 
his en - ^ spare time which business allows him devoting 
imperial— 6S lnd ^ e * sure w h°lly to public affairs — local or 
influence S ° tb&t tbe bome knows too little of him and his 
Of course, such fathers are quite aware of the 
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~~Z v e making, but then the Empire mus( 
immense sacrifices f^ a after aU it ,s not always Empi^. 

be saved at all costs, th t g fether ’ s spare time. Then the 
saving Which swallows F duties „ ea ch year become mott 
mother, well, do not ,, e in these days in pro moti j 

exacting? Besides. « ' underta kings for ameliorating th e 

the one hundred and one ^ ^ ^ woman . 

condition of every 1 * y ^ of suc h parents, the children 

Between the Bdt-sac ^ the ca re of servants, or mother’s 
in their early years parents must appear to their 

helps, or governesses, t0 whom only the various 

minds as ultima ec ^ referred, and whose sentences | 

disagreeable issues o ^ indulgence as may happen 

alternate be a the moment. In later years 

l b6 ci : ST& (happily, so they think) free 

rom restraints, and. following faithfully the examples .1 
heir parents, pursue their own courses Then comes the 
lime when parents complain that now the children are grown-up 
they seem to care very little for their homes and leave then 
parents to bear, as they can, the loneliness of old age. Perhaps 
von may think the picture I have drawn rather highly coloured 
Modify it, if you please, but the salient features remain. ^ 
know that Mrs. Jellyby with her far-away look hxed on 
Borrioboola-gha still exists, and there are still some parents , 
who need reminding that charity begins at home, thoug I 
unfortunately so many use that phrase to justify ne ' er j 
letting the virtue step out into the street. I 

Between a rule of undue repression on the one hand, \'hic | 
I suggest in this age must lead to rebellion, and licence on I 
the other, either of which extremes is calculated to destroy ^ 
natural affection and all the virtues which should spn n § * 
therefrom, there must be a middle course, and to the c0 “ 
sideration of what this may be, we will, if you please, n • | 
apply ourselves. ^ 1 

I have already suggested that the modern tendency . 
modify the position of parentage, in its best aspect at any 
is in the direction of a Constitutional Monarchy, and ^ ^ 
development of this idea, I think, lies the solution ol ^ 
question. I am not so foolish as to seek to formulate a ^ 
and rigid constitution, but, I think that parents nug 1 
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worse than seek to develop home-relationships on the principles 
of a State and Citizenship, of which the parents are the head 
by the assent of the affections and reason of the community. 
This is based on a theory opposed absolutely to that which 
underlies the scheme of unrestrained liberty. ' Citizenship has 
as its root principle the sacrifice of a certain amount of 
individual liberty to the State in return for the enjoyment 
of the advantages in security, happiness, and other privileges 
which the State affords. Or the proposition may be cast 
into a more altruistic form, by saying that citizenship is the 
surrender for the benefit of the community of that which is 
the natural possession of the individual. It surely cannot 
be unwise that the practice of this theory which is necessary to 
good citizenship in the wider sphere of mature life should 
first be learned in early years, and within the home circle. 
But it must be remembered that the sacrifices involved arc 
reciprocal. 

In seeking to establish ourselves the head of such a state, 
we parents begin with many immense advantages which 
should be sufficient to secure success, natural affection and 
the absolute dependence of our children in their early years 
being the chief. 

It would probably seem a very trite and unnecessary 
principle to lay down, certainly to the great middle class to 
which we belong, that parents should live with their children. 
But it is quite possible for us to live day by day, and year 
after year in the same home with our children, to meet them 
at meals and other family gatherings, and yet hardly be able 
to say in the fullest sense that we live with them. To do 
this, we need, to a great extent, and so far as possible, to 
begin our lives over again in them, so as to be in sympathy 
with the varying stages of their lives, in order to achieve the 
prime object of our scheme — their confidence. 

1 he short period of pure babyhood in their children, which 
ma Y be said to extend, shall we say, up to the age of four 
years is, to all properly constituted parents, a period of un- 
fixed delight, presenting few perplexing problems, but then 
we are rapidly approaching a time when we often hear parents 
lamenting the fact that their little ones are growing out of 
babyhood, much in the same way that most people regret when 
a kitten becomes a sedate cat. 
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MOV**” — 

. ; tr ,„,ition stage, when perhaps it h 
But it is at this M* t time> that the parent should 

more important than at O ^ Uving wM the Md. Ho* 
be certainly in the veo ' does a human bemg develop 


l 0 reiiHF^^ vprv fullest sen^ * 

be certainly in the ver> ' does a human bemg develop 

rapidly, and at what an * exhib it.ons of temper i 

bis individuality ! L1 \ muc h more serious sigmficar 


rapiaiy. r ittle baDyis» . . * " ln 

bis individuality ! L11 a much more serious significance 

the three year old ass „ the child is to be happy 

in the child of six oi se - ^ home life> finding that they 
in the necessary rest c ^ presC ribed by the experience 
accord with his reaS0 "’ it is now that the parent should 

of one who has his con ^ ^ MIND of that child. 

be on the closest in 1 ) impatient of the attitude 

I am afraid that we are too ott ^ ^ of our ^ ^ 

of the child’s mind m ri- ^ autho rs, we do not probably 

rules of which, as our children, and are inclined 

V a strong arm, thus perhaps ca„, ng 

r “u^rwr t LT— - « 

1 « na rentage would present to our children men 

rtt "sTa tufor. NO, we live with them in order to 
help to develop to the full their capacity for living, wdh all 
the^ happiness that a wholesome souled life must in. 
asks some sacrifice on the part of parents . 0 ou • ’ ^ 

but do we expect to teach our children to be mis • h 
not practise unselfishness ourselves? And after . q 
apart from this beneficent re-action on our own c 
which the attempt to train our children may have, ’ 

that the experience of living with our children, eir . 
not ours, may effect in us a rejuvenescence which will i< 

increase our enjoyment of life. er yday 

Take one little example ; an average father whose ev jj 
toil is cast in somewhat grey dry-as-dust surroun 
called on to put on one side the sordid literature of t - ie ^ 
market, or of political intrigues, and to read man c ,° l flushed 
tales to a little audience, all glittering eyes and chee S . oina n cC 
with excitement, and from that lured on to telling a ^ 
“ ^11 rmt of his own hear! ” Whv such a man proba 


with excitement, ana irom that lurea on lu 
“ all out of his own head.” Why such a man P r0 ^^ ^ 
waking in him once again the faculty, long dormant o 
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dead, of living with delight in that world of romance, where 
no man has a mean thought and woman’s eyes and voice 
and heart, are true and sweet and pure. 

Of course, we recognise that no one can lay down any hard 
and fast rule for dividing the life of childhood and youth 
into stages of development. But, may I be understood to 
speak in general terms when I say that it seems to me there 
is a very interesting stage between the years of nine and 
thirteen, when the average child first discovers a capacity 
for secretiveness and reserve which is the rightful possession 
of every intelligent human being, and, within certain limits, 
must be respected even by parents. But this may be developed 
abnormally unless parents have established beforehand good 
healthy terms of confidence with their children, and the latter 
may acquire such a tendency to introspection (good within 
wholesome limits) as may not only serve to raise a very 
effectual barrier between parent and child, but will prevent 
the child from contributing a due share to the common-weal 
of the home circle, and loosen one of the purest ties with 
which young man and young woman can face the world. 
Biography will furnish us with instances of the childhood oi 
imaginative little souls, whom the elders have, even through 
good-natured carelessness, not credited with a single serious 
or questioning thought about life seen and unseen, which 
has in secret been peopled with all sorts of phantasies, some 
quaint, some sweet, but some too often vain, misleading and 
morbid, and which have left an indelible mark on the after 
life. Do we not often look upon little children merely as 
delightfully intelligent young animals, and, in the dulness 
which the wear and tear of life has induced in our own faculties, 
forget they have souls whose intelligences are very receptive, 
ar >d sensitive to respond to rays of light from the world of 
imagination which we do not perceive. If only that we may 
mstore to our dim eyes, through the clear sight of childhood, 
s °me of the visions which, to our loss, have been long forgotten, 
d is well for us to try and live our lives over again in our 

children. 

hut really the average man will find that to associate with 
ffie average boy of say twelve years on the basis of mutual 
confidence is, to-day, a liberal education for the man, frequently 
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„ the ..ooek^" — 

"rTThad spent the same time in adult 
much more so than “ * of m en talk about when they 
society. For what ao * ^ ? We will assume that they 
get together for a socia dl ‘ do the following topics furnish 
do not talk “ shop. e . the last shoot, or golf, 0r 

a fairly comprehensive question with, if it happens 

bridge ; the dominan P a very gua rded reference to 

to be one of toreig v ^ uttle shaky in our geography, 
localities, because we politics ; or a so-called religious 

or perhaps it may ^ ^ newspap er correspondence, and 

discussion, the su jec depth, and he is treated with 

we probably a11 get " U s as a dispassionate critic, having 
the most respec " sibility j n the matter at all, but 

himself no mdivi m P a superior and detached 

who colder 5 he whokques^^ enough (0 make such , 

standpoint. f ladies have we derived any 

humiliating confession W™ ladies. # ^ ? 

aP AnT a what P ' r ladies talk about when they get together? 

, £ not know, and will not be so rash as to give the rems to 
Ly imagination. But, remember, when a father talks w t 
Ws son of twelve (and this applies to the daughter equally) 
he is conversing with a product (not finished I admit) of modem 
education. And what is that product ? Is it not ah- 
mind whose natural inquisitiveness has been stimulated and 
developed on intelligent lines, and furnished with so muci 
information as to make it voracious for more ? Fortunately, 
as a rule, nature is capable of maintaining a true balance 

with other faculties. . 

I am permitted to illustrate my point by the actual experie 
of a father and son, of wfiiom, as their anonymity is 0 
preserved, I may say, that they are quite ordinary e\ery 
individuals with no exceptional intelligence. ^ j 

On the occasion of an afternoon walk in the country, ^ 
at all undertaken with an eye to a Sand] or d and J * || 
promenade, and in which there was the natural ^ r °^ 1C ° n ce, 
fields because the two were on terms of mutual con 
the son led the father into conversation on the 0 
topics : concrete, its manufacture, the construction o 
roads, meteorites, earthquakes, volcanoes, the ITian c ] ia iio® 
of alum from coal shale, and aniline dyes and sac 
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from coal tar ; and finally shocked the parent’s sense of 
propriety by reciting some very modern and painfully simple 
definitions of lines, straight lines, angles, etc., which to the 
older man seemed strangely lacking in the dignity and soul- 
satisfying qualities of that ancient determination of a point 
as that which hath no parts, and which hath no magnitude 
The father told me that he never realised before that afternoon 
how very indefinite and slight his knowledge was on subjects 
the names of which he had dared to treat with an approach 
to familiarity. The sequel to the walk was the spectacle of 
father and son poring over six or eight volumes of the 
Encyclopedia Bntanmca. Please do not allow yourselves to 
be prejudiced against that boy. He was neither a prodigy, nor 
a piig, but just an ordinary boy, not abnormally fond of 
school or lessons, and you will find dozens of the same in any 
grammar or other school in this country. 

I hope I have established by what I have said, that the 
association most intimately with our children in their childhood 
has advantages for ourselves, which far outbalance any little 
sacrifice we may have to make. It is evident, that it must 
tend to strengthen the ties of natural affection and mutual 
confidence. And it will, I believe, establish the parents in 
their rightful position of rulers of the state by the suffrages of 
their subjects, who recognise in them the essentials of popular 
rule, the power to protect, experience, and sympathy. 

If this w'ere all we had in contemplation, it would be possible 
to rest very well content, for our homes have become a centre 
iound which the thoughts of young men and young women 
"ill gravitate when they have gone out into the world to meet, 
"fill a youth’s zest for combat, the vicissitudes of fortune. 
Thither will be sent the first neves of success, and if defeat 
must come, as in most lives it comes a salutary discipline, 
no sympathy wall be so assured as that of the old folk w r ho are 
n ln g, still living over again their own early struggles in those 
°f their children. We might still rest content for w^e have 
pusei ved sacred for us all, the holiest human relationship in 
1 s which is enshrined in the name of “ mother.” And 
*°ugh we fathers know ourselves designated, in light moments, 

^ ) some title the equivalent in the fashion of the days to come 
° ^ le u governor ” of to-day, yet, if at the same time w r e are 
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we hold » ■ «*«. 

,„med that in these stui y y k most certain confldants 
S will make them - - a_ ^ ^ can W e,l afford an 

in the serious moments o exuberance ot a healthy 

indulgent ^ we a , s o were orme young 


Swmmake then, seek us as ^ ^ „ afford an 

in the serious moments exuberance ot a healthy 

indulgent smile at ^ were once young 

youth, remembeimg '• s is not confined in its fru.ts 

But the work ot the i lom e circle, nor merely to the 

within the narrow limits affection ate confidences between 
maintenance of ^ tl ® at f j of citizenship in our little state 
its members. The tn b ^ if taught unconsciously 

with its lessons, the self-denial, and the higher 

by example, of scd -.e ^ ^ Conceding the rights of others 
happiness which is ,J ? contributing thereto, is the function 
to be happy and oui. jealously guard as primarily 

of aU others which pare^shou ^ as the chUdra 

their privilege , a 0 f this spirit of citizenship 

g '°"T Tcircte null it embiles the great fact, not as a 
i: oTspread-eagleism but as a sobering fact bringing with 


f-, h smse 0 f responsibility and calling out the best 
■ts glory the se P feal inher itance of the Englishman 

the widest spread Chnstian Empire (giving 
is tne cuue n x - fc vn i 11P \ the world knows. It 

each word all the fulness of its \alue) me 

, „ reat daim. it is a living fact, the fruit of which we en]oy 
fa a thousand wlys. It is a great privilege and a great response 

bility for parents" to instil into their children a true apprmia ioa 
of this fact, and one of which I cannot see that we may^ 
ourselves without a serious breach of tiust. e 
thing of all would be if in regard to that, which is a f ' 
of which we can on occasion make such loud professions , p 
by their own conduct should teach their childi en t ieii ^ 
lesson in hypocrisy, and at the same time lead them in n I 
fallacy which suggests that the whole thing is one ot P ro 
only, and at the best an innocent sentimentalism. I 

View our Empire, if you will, with the limited vision ^ I 
politician who sees in it merely a world power possessi^ g| 
elements of expansion, aggression, and dissolution , ^ f 0 r f 

merchant who sees in it only a general asset which . 

him the possibilities of individual wealth; or seek ° re iati 011 1 
more truly your comprehension of its proportions in ^isfl 1 
to externals, by conceiving it but an organism, 01 an 




within an organism, in the great unity of the universe— so vast 
and yet less than that Infinite, Who at once contains InH 
pervades it, Whose strength is manifest in the great powers 
of Nature m the tiny eddy the raindrop makes in the wayside 
pool, in the feeble yet strenuous pulsations of the heart of that 
little bird you hold captive in your hand, in the myriad forms 
of life around us, of which, unaided by science, we have no 
perception , yet this fact remains, whatever the view • our 
homes are the nerve centres of the great corporate body of 
the Empire, and as they are filled with wholesome, sweet, 
unselfish lo\ ing liv es, so only will the Empire be strong 
vigorous, and cohesive in the binding power of a loyal citizen- 
ship, made worthy by those qualities of which let the poet 
speak : — 


“ Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control, 
These three alone lead life to sovereign power. 
Yet not for power (power of herself 
Would come uncalled for) but to live by law, 
Acting the law we live by without fear ; 

And, because right is right, to follow right 
Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence/ ’ 


